
The Gospel of Mark 
“The Kingdom is at Hand” 

Mark 11:1-11 

 

Well, this is it…the final week 

The culmination of all Jesus has intended in His vocation 

His 3 year ministry, and His one year march towards Jerusalem is over 

What do you think He is feeling? What do you think He is thinking? 

• Mark 11:1-11 

Where was Jesus before this passage? 

The road from Jericho to Jerusalem is apparently quite a hike 

Jericho is 800 feet below sea level 

Jerusalem, only 12 miles away, is 3,000 feet above sea level…equivalent to hiking Mt Diablo 

On top of it the road goes thru extremely hot, dry desert to the top at the Mt of Olives 

There is then a small valley or ravine and then up to the city 

I have heard that when you crest over the top there is just a sense of exhilaration 

On top of all this, when is this taking place? 

Jews were migrating into the city by the thousands for Passover 

Add to that Jesus’ thoughts, emotions, and anticipation…wow! 

On the other side, how do you feel the disciples were feeling? 

There is this anticipation of the Kingdom with Jesus’ followers 

There were 120 serious followers that were recorded, but there were thousands “interested” 

What happens when they arrive? 

Actually looks like in Mark there is just a colt, but it is actually a mother and colt donkey 

At this age, it is really difficult on horses and donkeys to separate them from their mothers 

Fulfilling an Old Testament prophecy from some 600 years earlier 

• Zech. 9:9-10 

Zechariah passage is from 520BC 

He lived under the Persian King Cyrus who granted the Israelites to return and rebuild their city 

After a 14 year delay with the Smaritans, they again began, but the Temple remained in ruins 

Zechariah was odd – he was a prophet AND a priest, had a huge heart for rebuilding the Temple 

Also had a huge heart for awaiting the Davidic line to Messiah 

 

Down they go, thru the deep Kidron Valley 

• Mark 11:7-8 

What are they doing? Why? Is this normal for a friend or family member? 

You only do this for royalty…this only happens for a King 

200 years before, Judas Maccabaeus defeated the Syrian army, entered Jerusalem and cleansed the Temple 

As he arrived, apparently the people waved palm branches hailing their new king 

His dynasty lasted a 100 years 

We also read this and think, big deal, just go home and throw it in the laundry and grab another 

For many, this was their only one…this is truly saying you are more important than I…I give you all 

• II Kings 9:11-14a 

 

• Mark 11:9-10 

What are the people shouting as He comes? What does this mean? Where does this come from? 

Hosanna is a Hebrew word for that mixes part praise and part prayer for being saved 

This is actually taken from Psalm 118, the Hallel 

• Psalm 118:25-26 

What have the Jews inserted into this Psalm? 

Wow, what a dangerous thing to say 

Right now, during Passover, the Chief Priest AND the Consol, Pilate, have only one task…keep it peaceful 

They are both in a position to lose all authority and position if they cannot keep the people in line 

Can you imagine what this would stir up 

• Mark 10:47-48 

And this song is one the pilgrims often sang on their entry into Jerusalem. 



It is a song of VICTORY! 

And Jesus will quote this same Hallel in Luke 20 

• Luke 20:9-18 (17) 

Ironically, this same Hellel most likely was also sung by Jesus and the disciples at the last supper just before they 

departed for the Garden and His capture 

 

For the Jews, this is a successful march into victory…where their lives will “work out” 

For Jesus, this a triumphal march in obedience to His death on behalf of His people 

Amazing how we define our lives…our faith isn’t it? 

 

Triathlon – leg, then blood in urine…my life is God’s, not my own 

Mistaken expectations for our lives, and for the Kingdom 

 

The people have wanted a prophet of old, but the prophet spoke of judgment against them so they would wake up 

The people wanted to be rescued, but Jesus wanted to conquer evil at the deepest level, not just Rome 

• Matthew 16:23 

 

• Mark 11:11 

How does the story end? What do you think He is doing? Why? 

The rest of the week revolves around the Temple 

Next week, the overturning of the tables 

• Mark 11:27-28, 12:35, 41, 13:1-2 

 

• Mal. 3:1-2 

How is this true? What is God saying with this prophecy? 

Jesus comes, not to restore, but to pass judgment 

Next week, next to the last supper, is one of the most pinnacle passages in the whole Gospel 

Jesus has scoped out the Temple, and will awake the next morning to move in 

 


